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•
MINUTES

Special Called Meeting of

BOARD OF REGENTS
TYLER STATE COLLEGE

Held on the Campus of
Tyler State College

February 26, 1975

•

The Board of Regents, Tyler State College, convened at 3:00 p.m.,
February 26, 1975, with six members present: Chairman B. H. McVicker, M.D., Dean W. Turner, C. Quentin Abernathy, H. J. McKenzie,
Robert G. Schleier, and Neal E. Velvin. Those absent were Jeff
Austin, Jr., David K. McKie, and Jack C. Morgan.
Also present were Dr. James H. Stewart, Jr., President; Dr. Billy
L. Turney, Vice President for Academic Affairs; John R. Sawyer,
Vice President for Fiscal Affairs; James S. Powell, Director of
the Office of Public Information; L. J. Grubbs, Director of
Physical Plant and Resident Engineer; Harry Loftis, Attorney at
Law; and Mrs. Lou Love, Executive Assistant.
Others in attendance were the Reverend Charles E. Holbrook,
Director of Christian Education, Marvin United Methodist Church;
William Steely, Bill Pittman, Joanne Taylor, and Walt Rusby, from
Caudill Rowlett Scott architectural firm; and Carol Taylor from
the Tyler Morning Telegraph newspaper.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman B. H. McVicker, M.D.
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ITEM I.

•

INVOCATION

The Reverend Charles E. Holbrook, Director of Christian Education
at Marvin United Methodist Church, brought the invocation for the
opening of the meeting of the Board of Regents, Tyler State
College.
ITEM II.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Regent Velvin moved, and Regent Turner seconded, that the agenda
of the Board of Regents meeting as presented to the Secretary of
State pursuant to Section 3A, Article 6252-17, Vernon's Texas
Civil Statutes, be approved. Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM III.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regent Turner moved, and Regent Abernathy seconded, that the
Minutes of the February 5, 1975 meeting of the Board of Regents
be approved as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM IV.

REAPPOINTMENT OF REGENTS BY THE GOVERNOR

Announcement was made of the reappointment to six year terms for
the three Regents whose terms expired January 31, 1975. Governor
Dolph Briscoe reappointed B. H. McVicker, M.D., David K. McKie,
and Dean W. Turner to terms expiring January 31, 1981.

•

BOARD ACTION: The Board of Regents went on record as heartily
approving the action of Governor Dolph Briscoe in the reappointments of B. H. McVicker, M.D., David K. McKie, and Dean W. Turner
to six year terms to the Tyler State College Board of Regents.
The terms of office expire January 31, 1981.
ITEM V.

APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM VICE PRESIDENT FOR
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Regent Turner, member of the Academic and Personnel Committee,
reported that the Academic and Personnel Committee recommends
that the Board of Regents approves the appointment of Dr. Gerald
L. Morris as Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs effective
March 1, 1975. It further recommends that Dr. Morris' salary be
increased by $300 per month to compensate him for duties performed
as Interim Vice President. This agreement will end on the date
that will be designated by the President of the College following
the selection of a permanent Vice President for Academic Affairs.
The Academic and Personnel Committee further recommends that
Dr Morris be relieved a part of his class load and that one of
his spring semester classes be assigned to Dr. Robert H. Cranford
and that Dr. Cranford be compensated a total of $575.76 for
teaching this class beginning March 1, 1975 through the remainder
of the semester. Also, that another of Dr. Morris' spring semes-

•

-2-

ter classes be assigned to Mrs. Barbara Dean Connally and that
she be paid $450 beginning March 3, 1975 for teaching this class
the remainder of the spring semester.
BOARD ACTION: Regent Turner moved, and Regent Abernathy seconded,
that the Board of Regents approves the recommendations of the
Academic and Personnel Committee: 1) Appointment of Dr. Gerald L.
Morris as Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs, effective
March 1, 1975, with a $300 per month salary adjustment to compensate him for duties performed in this area. This agreement is to
end on the date that will be designated by the President of the
College following the selection of a permanent Vice President for
Academic Affairs; 2) That Dr. Morris be relieved a part of his
class load and that one of this spring semester classes be assigned
to Dr. Robert H. Cranford and Dr. Cranford be compensated a total
of $575.76 for teaching this class from March 1, 1975 through the
remainder of the semester; and 3) That Mrs. Barbara Dean Connally
be employed to teach one class previously assigned to Dr. Morris
and that she be paid $450 for teaching this class from March 3, 1975
through the remainder of the spring semester. Motion carried
unanimously.
ITEM VI.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

President Stewart submitted a written report and recommendations
to the Board, which is attached, and elaborated on the following
items at the meeting:
1. Criteria and Procedure in the Search for a Vice President for
Academic Affairs
President Stewart reported to the Board of Regents that he had
appointed an advisory committee to work with him in the task
of developing criteria upon which to evaluate candidates for
the position of Vice President for Academic Affairs and the
procedures to follow in filling the vacancy. (Attachment A).
BOARD ACTION:

Received as information.

2. Proposed Name Change for the School of Technical and Vocations
Studies

•

The staff of the Coordinating Board, Texas College and University System, has reviewed the recommendation by the administration that the name of the School of Technical and Vocational
Studies be changed to the School of Technology and Applied
Studies, a name that will be more consistent with the terminology
utilized for this area of academic endeavor by other institutions
of higher learning, Dr. Stewart reported. The Coordinating
Board staff has indicated such change would meet with their
approval and the administration recommends that the Board of
Regents approves the name change and that the college be
authorized to begin using the new name.
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BOARD ACTION: Regent Turner moved, and Regent Abernathy
seconded, that the name of the School of Technical and Vocational Studies be changed to the School of Technology and
Applied Studies effective immediately. Motion carried unanimously.
3. Improvement of Spur 248
The President reported that on February 18, 1975, the Tyler
City Commission approved a resolution declaring the widening
and paving of Spur 248 to be high priority under the 1975-76
Federal Aid Urban System Program. The work will be done by
the Texas Highway Department.
The action taken by the Tyler City Commission, working with
the Texas Highway Department, is the necessary action which
the Texas Highway Commission had informed the administration
must be taken in order for the State of Texas to begin work
on Spur 248, the President reported.
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Regent McKenzie asked for a report on plans for improving Old
Omen Road and relocating Calloway Road. Additionally, Regent
McKenzie requested information relative to how the Spur 248
project would be coordinated with Old Omen and Calloway Roads.
President Stewart reported that plans call for the improvement
of Old Omen Road and the relocation of Calloway Road to be
complete by the time the campus is ready for occupancy but the
improvement of Spur 248 may not be complete at that time. At
last report, Assistant Highway Engineer George Tarry indicated
that August, 1976 would be the earliest completion date for the
Spur 248 improvement, and that the City and State were working
in close cooperation to complete this joint project. Status
reports will be given periodically, as necessary.
BOARD ACTION:

Received as information.

4. Senate Finance Committee Hearing
Regents Velvin, McKie, Morgan, Vice President Sawyer, and the
President appeared before the Senate Finance Committee on
February 25, 1975, relative to the 1976-1977 appropriations
request. President Stewart gave each Regent a copy of the
testimony that was used at the hearing and stated the same
information will be given to the House Appropriations
Committee.
President Stewart requested the Board to approve a $122,000
increase in the budget item for utilities for the second year
of the appropriations request because of an anticipated increase in the cost of utilities.
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BOARD ACTION: Regent McKenzie moved, and Regent Velvin
seconded, that the Board approve an increase of $122,00 for
utilities for the second year of the 1976-1977 appropriations
request. Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM VII.

PROGRESS REPORT ON PHASE I CONSTRUCTION

Regent Velvin, Chairman of the Campus and Building Committee,
asked Mr. L. J. Grubbs, Resident Engineer, to give a report on
Phase I construction.
Mr. Grubbs reported that the contractor has been taking advantage
of the good weather and progress is going very well. He stated
that three brick panels and a sample of the exposed aggregate
have been set up for viewing and approval should be given by the
Board at an early date. Mr. Grubbs also exhibited a photo album
that Mr. Jim Powell is compiling showing construction progress
for historical purposes.
BOARD ACTION:
ITEM VIII.

•

Received as information.
REPORT ON FURNITURE, EQUIPMENT, AND
INTERIOR DESIGN FOR NEW CAMPUS

Regent Velvin called on Project Engineer William T. Steely from
Caudill Rowlett Scott architectural firm to report on furniture,
equipment and interior design. Mr. Steely introduced Bill Pittman
and Joanne Taylor who showed displays of carpet, furniture, bricks,
wood trim, and fabrics for various areas of the campus. They
stressed that natural tones were predominant in color planning.
Discussion centered on each area involved and the Board requested
that the architectural representatives seek an alternate seating
in lieu of the wooden bench design in the first floor corridor of
the administration building, and that additional design work be
done on the Board table in the Board of Regents meeting room.
BOARD ACTION: Regent Schleier moved, and Regent Velvin seconded,
that the Board approve all recommendations made by the architects
on furniture, carpet, wood trim, paint, and fabric with the
exception of the wooden bench design and the Board table; further,
that the President and staff study alternatives for the wooden
benches and the Board table for the Board to consider; and
further, that the Board approve the Henderson exterior brick,
No. 303 buff color. Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM IX.

PAYMENT TO ARCHITECTURAL FIRM

Regent Velvin submitted a bill for payment from Caudill Rowlett
Scott in the amount of $59,287.68 in accordance with the terms of
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the contract. Vice President Sawyer confirmed that the amount is
in accordance with the contract.
BOARD ACTION: Regent Velvin moved, and Regent Schleier seconded,
that the bill from Caudill Rowlett Scott in the amount of
$59,287.68 in accordance with the terms of the contract be paid.
Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM X.

RESOLUTION COMMENDING DR. BILLY L. TURNEY

Chairman McVicker asked Regent Schleier to read the following
resolution into the Minutes honoring Dr. Billy L. Turney who
served as Vice President for Academic Affairs at Tyler State
College from September 1, 1972 to February 28, 1975.
WHEREAS Dr. Billy L. Turney was the first person appointed
as Vice President for Academic Affairs by the Board of Regents
of Tyler State College effective September 1, 1972, when he
immediately assumed his responsibilities as a part of the
general administration to develop a strong academic program
through the selection of an outstanding faculty; and,

•

WHEREAS he actively assisted in securing the required approval
to establish six academic schools offering bachelor degrees
in forty-three areas of concentration and master's degrees in
eight; and,
WHEREAS through his efforts in conjunction with the entire
college community, Tyler State College received full accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools in
less than two and one-half years; and,
WHEREAS he has contributed significantly to the design of
permanent campus facilities that will be educationally functional; and,
WHEREAS he has through his leadership demonstrated his unique
abilities in national educational pursuits, his contributions
to the field of academic literature, to the community, and
the college:
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the Board of Regents of
Tyler State College, in regular meeting assembled on February 5, 1975, accepted with reluctance the resignation of
Dr. Billy L. Turney as Vice President for Academic Affairs,
here now expresses its gratitude and appreciation for his
professional work to this institution, and extends best wishes
to him and his family in his new academic endeavor.
Dated at Tyler, Texas, this 26th day of February, 1975.

•

BOARD ACTION:

Regent McKenzie moved, and Regent Velvin seconded,
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•

that the Board approves the resolution honoring Dr. Billy L.
Turney. Motion carried unanimously.
Dr. Turney expressed his appreciation of the sentiment shown in
the resolution and thanked the Board of Regents for its support
of the academic program at Tyler State College.
ITEM XI.

APPRECIATION FOR WORK OF OTHER STAFF
MEMBERS

Chairman McVicker expressed appreciation for the work being done
by James S. Powell and Lou Love in behalf of Tyler State College
and the Board of Regents.
BOARD ACTION:
ITEM XII.

Received as information.
ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Regent Velvin, and seconded by Regent Schleier, the
Board of Regents adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Da id K. Mc ie, Se re

•
APPROVED:

H:"-McVicker, M.D., Chairman
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